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Chapter Celebrates Army’s 233 ™ Birthda y
Great Turnout for Cake-cutting and
Lunch, Visit to VA Hospital

Suncoast once again celebrated the Army’s birthday at the
Surf's Edge Club at MacDill AFB on June 13 with more than
125 turning out for the traditional cake-cutting and free lunch of
hot dogs and hamburgers. Chapter President MG (Ret) Fred
Raymond led the saber-charge to the cake with the youngest
and oldest Soldier.

Opening the observance with the singing of the National
Anthem was MAJ Tammy Glenn of USSOCOM. SSG Robert
Jones of the Tampa Battalion of USAREC was the guest
speaker who spoke on the traditions of the Army and the
accomplishments of USAREC in meeting the Army’s manpower
needs.

The birthday observance also included the awarding of four
scholarships to AUSA members or their dependents. Three of
the scholarships of $2,500 each are named in honor of SGM
Marvin Sull, a veteran of WWII and father of Mr. Chuck Sull,
CEO of Bay Area Imaging. Chuck is one of our corporate
members. Awarded each year to candidates who were selected
by a board from the Chapter’s executive committee, the money
is used to defray educational costs. The fourth scholarship of
$1,500 was donated by First Command Financial Planning.
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ABOVE: Suncoast annually awards three, $2,500
educational scholarships to AUSA members or their
dependents with this year’s recipients shown above. With
Chapter President Fred Raymond are Thomas Ballantonio,
Shirley Rincon and Raven Santana. Bellantonio is an Army
veteran who served in Iraq in 2002-03 and attends the
University of Florida. Rincon attends the Univ of Phoenix-
West Florida and Santana attends St Leo Univ.

ABOVE: Chapter President Fred Raymond is flanked by the
Youngest and Oldest Soldier in the traditional cutting of the
cake. 2LT Ellie Trefzger of USSOCOM's JAG office and
Chaplain (COL) Francis Belue, Command Chaplain also of
SOCOM welded the saber with Raymond. 125 turned out for
the annual observance of the Army’s 233rd Birthday at the
Surf;s Edge on MacDill. A similar observance was later held
at the James A. Haley Veterans Hospital.

)

ABOVE: More than 125 turned out for the Suncoast
Chapter's free lunch to observe the Army's 233rd
Birthday. Following the traditional cake-cutting, lunch
of hotdogs and hamburgers were served.

More Photo’s from the Army
Birthday celebrations throughout
this newsletter
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Army Ball Sees 700 Wishing the Army
‘Happy Birthday’

The A La Carte Pavilion was again the site for the
annual Army Ball on June 28 where the Army’s birthday
was celebrated. Known also as “Flag Day”, June 14"
marked the Army’s 233" birthday. The guest speaker
this year was Captain Christopher J. DeMure currently
with the 82" Airborne Division at Fort Bragg. He has
served in Iraq and Afghanistan with the 75" Ranger
Regiment and the 82" Airborne Division. He spoke
about the American Soldiers who he served with in the
GWOT and about their positive attitude and dedication
to the mission. Speaking of our efforts in Iraq and
Afghanistan Capt DeMure said, “As we make an area
more conducive for democracy, we are making our
world safer for Americans; not just for today, but for
generations to come”. He added, “People are not in the
Army, people are the Army”

The 82" Airborne Division Chorus was part of the
entertainment and received a standing ovation for their
performance. Twenty-five Soldiers of the famed division
make up the chorus and spent two days in the Bay area.
The entertainment also included a stand-up comedian,
Sir Jeremy Bell, who brought many laughs to the
audience.

The Suncoast Chapter co-hosted the Ball along with the
United States Central Command'’s Soldier's Committee
doing the leg-work. Suncoast donated $18,500 dollars
to the committee to help pay expenses. We also
donated 100 ball tickets for Soldiers E7 and below so
they and their spouse could attend. MG (Ret) Fred
Raymond said it was one of the best Army Balls he has
attended and the Soldiers Committee did a superb job
coordinating the event.

Adams Award Presented At

Army Ball
Named for GEN Paul D. Adams,
Commander of US Strike Command

Former

As part of the annual proceedings during the
Army Ball, the Adams Award was presented to
LTC (Ret) Tom Mackiewicz of USAA. The
Adams Award is presented annually to an
individual who is recognized for their dedication
and support to the Army and AUSA. Tom is a
Site Planning Manager for USAA and a
member of the Suncoast Chapter Executive
Council. He retired in 1996 with 22 years of
service.

ABOVE: LTC (Ret) Tom Mackiewicz,

center, receives the GEN Paul D. Adams Award
from MG (Ret) Fred Raymond left, Suncoast
Chapter President and COL Bill Beiswenger, AUSA
Third Region President.

ABOVE: SSG Robert Jones, Tampa Battalion of the Army
Recruiting Command speaks at the Army Birthday celebration on
June 13 at MacDill. Jones spoke of the traditions of the Army and
the accomplishments of Army recruiters in meeting the manpower
needs of the Army.

ABOVE: LTC (Ret) Paula Welenc, manager of the Fisher
House at the James A. Haley VA Hospital accepts a
$1,000 Suncoast Chapter check from Fred Raymond. The
Fisher House accommodates family members without
charge visiting their loved ones who are patients in the
hospital.




“Disney 100".... Members and Guests to Disney Fora W  eekend
Rooms at Shades of Green and Tee-Times at Palm & Ma  gnolia Reserved

Planning continues for the Chapter's weekend in September at the military’s hotel (Shades of
Green) at Disney and golfing or sightseeing. Upwards of 100 AUSA members, families and
guests will participate on a first-come, first-served, pay as you go basis. The agenda starts with
a dinner with Soldiers Friday evening, September 26, golf or sightseeing Saturday and an option
for golf or sightseeing Sunday as well. The Chapter will host ten Soldiers and their families for
the weekend.

There are five packages to choose from and you will not find a better deal anywhere. Though the
Shades of Green is reserved for persons with a valid military ID Card, we have reserved 80
rooms for Friday evening and 40 rooms for Saturday for the Chapter's use. Golf on Disney’s
Palm or Magnolia currently goes for $170, but we have tee-times for $45 a round and no tax.
Here are your packages:

Package #1: Check into the Shades of Green NLT 1700 on Friday, Sept 26, Informal dinner
with Soldiers at 1830, Golf Saturday Morning. Husb  and & Wife $265, Single $220. (No
Tax)

Package #2: Check into Shades Friday, Sept 26, info  rmal dinner at 1830, Golf Saturday,
stay Saturday night at Shades, Golf Sunday, Husband & Wife $478, Single $363 (No Tax)

Package #3: Just play golf Sat, $45, golf Sun $45e ach (No Tax)

Package #4: Bring the family, no golf, attractiont  ickets at reduced cost. Dinner is $25
each adult, reduced cost for kids. Hotel is $119a  night. Parking fee, $5 a day.

Package #5: Make your own agenda. Hotel $119 a nigh t, Friday dinner $25 each (kids
reduced cost), Parking $5, golf $45 each. Attractio  ns on your own. Reduced cost tickets
through Shades.

Some restrictions apply : If you stay at Shades Friday night, you must atte  nd the dinner
with the troops. Hotel reservations are required by August 22 using our group code. If
you cancel after August 26, you will lose your one- night deposit at Shades. To sign up,
call or email...Russell Davis, (813) 689-6764, Rdavisreg3@aol.com _or Sharon O’Loughlin,
(813) 469-2593, email Sharon ol@yahoo.com .

AUSA - Voice for the Army, Support for the Soldier



ABOVE: Fred Raymond congratulates
Victoria Castrillo on her $1,500 scholarship
from First Command Financial Planning.
Victoria will be attending the Univ of Florida
and a recent graduate of Tampa Catholic
High School. First Command has
participated in AUSA's scholarship program
for eight years.

Help Needed With
Membership & JROTC
VP’s

The recent loss of the Chapter's
Membership Chairman, COL (Ret) Jack
Brunton and Individual Membership
Vice-President COL (Ret) Dick Antross
has left us with major challenges. We
have also lost our VP for JR ROTC,
SGM (Ret) Terry Mears. CSM (Ret) Bill
Grocott has stepped in to fill these
positions but he needs help.

If you are interested or know of
someone who might lend a hand, the
rewards are significant. Please contact
Chapter President MG (Ret) Fred
Raymond at (813) 994-0454 or emalil
FJRaymond @Earthlink.net. Or...attend
our next Executive Committee meeting
on September 8 at the MacDill Officer's
Club. We meet for a chapter lunch at
1115 in the main dining room and the
meeting starts promptly at noon.

Retiree Appreciation Day Set For Aug 16

SMA (Ret) Jack Tilley will be the featured speaker at the Retiree
Appreciation Day in Orlando, August 16. Tilly was the Army’s 12"
top NCO retiring four ago and currently serves as the Co-Chairman
on the Chief of Staff's Retiree Council. He is also a member of the
Suncoast Chapter. Appreciation Day is held annually to bring
retirees information on Army policies and respond to questions.
This year it will be held at 9700 International Drive starting at 0930.
Registration begins at 0830. For additional information please
contact COL (Ret) Gerald Thompson via email at
Geraldethompson@gmail.com.

Suncoast Salutes Booz Allen Hamilton

Booz Allen Hamilton (BAH) is one of the Chapter’s 34
corporate members whose support throughout the year

greatly contributes to the success of our Soldier S upport
Programs. This brief write up is meant to thank BAH for all
they do for our Soldiers and to tell our readers a little about

them.

Booz Allen Hamilton, a leading global consulting firm, serves
clients on six continents and has been recognized by major
publications as a best place to work. Integrating the full range of
consulting capabilities, Booz Allen is the one firm that helps
government and commercial clients solve their toughest problems
with services in strategy, operations, organization and change,
and information technology.

Retired Army Major General Bob Hicks, and the Tampa office of
BAH, employees more than 200 men and women performing
various functions for the major commands at MacDill AFB. One of
the major Army programs BAH helps implement nationally is the
Army Long-Term Family Case Management system. This
program provides support to the surviving military family of Army
personnel. Until recently, few resources were available to help
families learn about other support to which they were entitled
such as housing, financial assistance, counseling referrals and
survivor benefits.

BAH was the Chapter's Corporate Supporter of the Year in 2007
and Bob Hicks, was the Chapter's Adam’s Award recipient last
year as well. From sponsoring a Soldier Team at its golf
tournaments to buying tickets for Soldiers and their families at
various community events, BAH is always there. For more
information on BAH, click on BAH.Com on the internet.




Chapter to Send Eight Delegates to October

Annual Meeting
Chapter’'s NCO of the Year and Wife Invited Guests

Suncoast will send eight
delegates to AUSA’s Annual
Meeting October 6-8 in
Washington, DC. The
meeting expects to draw
more than 30,000 visitors
over the three-day period.
The list of delegates also
includes the 2008 NCO of
the Year for the Tampa Bay
Area, SSG Larry D.
Rittenhouse of JCSE and his
wife. Rittenhouse will attend
sessions with the Sergeant
Major of the Army, SMA
Kenneth Preston. Our
delegates will attend
numerous meetings, awards,
speeches, lunches and
dinners and breakfast with
Third Region delegates.
Training sessions are also on
the agenda.

The meeting will conclude
with a formal reception and
dinner where the former

Secretary of State, Madeleine
Albright will be awarded the
GEN George C. Marshall
Medal. Secretary Albright was
nominated Secretary of State
by President Clinton in 1996
and approved by the Senate
99-0. She remains a friend
and supporter of the Army and
AUSA.

GEN Marshall was the chief
military advisor to President
Franklin  Roosevelt  during
WWII and gave his name to

the Marshall Plan. He was
awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1953.

Exhibits are open to all

persons free of charge who
have some affiliation with the
Army. Tickets to the various
events are available on line at
AUSA.Org.

AUSA Suncoast Chapter
Supports Our Soldiers and Community ....

$5000 and clubs for the top four place prizes to Birdies for the

Brave

$2000 to Friends of Military Families Inc.
$1500 to Family Readiness Day
$500 to Senior Enlisted Reception

$1000 to Fisher House

$500 to Beach Homes for the Brave Program

$500 to the Fort Stewart AUSA Chapter for 20 returning soldiers
to attend Armed Forces week in Washington, DC

$1,000 for 25 October 2008 Special Operations Warrior

Foundation Golf Tournament

$200 for 2008 Army Ball golf outing and prizes for 4 winning

teams

$500 donation to the National Museum of the US Army

$4,500 for 2009 Army Ball
$5,000 to AUSA Kuwait
$18,500 for Army Ball 2008

$5,000 for Army Ball tickets for E7’s and below

ABOVE The 'youngest' and the 'oldest' Soldiers help
Chapter President Fred Raymond cut the

birthday cake at the James A. Haley VA Hospital on
June 13. The youngest Soldier is SPC Elizibeth
McClelland and the oldest is PFC Ivan Babbit. Babbit
served in the Army in WWII and participated in the
Battle of the Bulge in 1944. Suncoast visits the VA
Hospital several times each year and has done so for
the past 25 vears

Soldiers enjoying lunch and cake during the
AUSA’s Army Birthday celebration at the Surf's
Edae




Upcoming Chapter Events

August 4 ..... Executive Council Meeting,
Noon, MacDill O’'Club

August 6-10 ...... AUSA Skills
Development Training, Kansas City

September 8 ...... Executive Council
Meeting, Noon, MacDill O’Club

September 16 ..... General Membership
Meetings, Luncheon, MacDill O’Club Guest
Speaker COL Kevin Shwedo, Fort Jackson,
SC, “Army Basic Combat Training Today”

September 26-28 ...... Disney 100, Friends
& Guests to Shades of Green for Dinner,
Golf, Sightseeing. Soldiers & Families
invited

October 6-8 ..... AUSA Annual Meeting,
Washington, DC

October 13 ..... Executive Council Meeting,
Noon, MacDill O'Club

October 30 ..... Jim Jones Memorial-Joe
Lutz Jacobs Technology Golf Tournament,
Buckhorn Springs G&CC, 1300, four-
person scramble

November 3 ..... Executive Council
Meeting, Noon, MacDill O’Club

November 24 ..... President’'s Reception,
Corporate Member Awards, 1730-1900,
Sheraton Riverwalk, Guest Speaker GEN
Gordon R. Sullivan, CEO AUSA

November 25 ..... General Membership
Luncheon, 1130, MacDill O’Club, Speaker
GEN Gordon R. Sullivan

LEFT: Week-old Army
privates going through
confidence-building
exercises at Fort
Jackson, SC. The
Chapter's General
Membership Meetingt to
be held at the Officer's
Club at MacDill on Sept
16.will feature COL Kevin
Shwedo who will talk
about Army basic combat
training today.
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USAREC, the Army’s recruiting command is well on its way to meeting its
FY 2008 goal of 80,000 for the Active Army and 26,500 for the Army
Reserve with 51,629 Soldiers for the Active Army and 20,543 for the Army
Reserve on the books so far.

But, challenges remain. Recruiting during time of war has always been a
tough job with the desire to enlist currently at its lowest point in two
decades.

Challenges facing our recruiters are: One in five youth fail to graduate high
school; increased obesity rates among our Nation’s Youth, less than 3 of 10
17-24 year olds are fully qualified. Though some require waivers for
enlistment, eight out of ten do not. A study of Soldiers with waivers
shows they reenlisted at a higher rate, advanced to sergeant faster,
and had a higher ratio of valor awards—  with only a marginally higher
misconduct rate. In the end, 100 percent are qualified to serve.

Last year, USAREC recruited 170,000 Soldiers, about the size of Overland
Park, Kansas. America can be proud of these Soldiers who made the
commitment to defend their country, a country at war.

Suncoast is also proud of its association with the recruiters of the Tampa
Battalion of USAREC. It should be noted that the Tampa Battalion remains
one of the strongest battalions of the Recruiting Command enlisting almost
3000 Regular Army and Army Reserve Soldiers annually. The Battalion
Commander, LT COL Heather Garrett, is always available to provide details
on the progress of Army recruiting or provide someone to answer your
questions. She can be reached at Heather.Garrett@usarec.army.mil.

ARMY GIFT PROGRAM

24 Hour 7 Day a Week Outreach Hotline
for Families of Deployed Soldiers

The Army Reserve Family Programs Outreach and
Support Center is now available 24 hours a day
and 7 days a week to provide support and
assistance to the family members of deployed
Army Reserve Soldiers. Operators will connect
callers to available resources and services. For
additional information or questions, call 1-800-345-
8248.

Did you know that the Army now has a central Web site you can visit
if you want to donate money, goods and services to Soldiers and
their Families?

The "Gifts to Army" Web site is a newly launched online resource
developed to streamline and process gifts to the Army that benefit
Soldiers and Families. Contributing to worthy causes is a tradition in
the United States. With the on-going conflict, the public wants to
know how it can help with money, goods or services to help relieve
many of the stresses and strains that Soldiers now deal with on a
daily basis. The Web site was developed to provide a single resource
that describes contribution options for those who express a desire to
make a contribution to Soldiers and Families. The Web site is not
intended to solicit donations from the American public. The Web site

is located at: http://qgiftstoarmy.army.mil
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US Army Training Center & Ft Jackson, SC

Agenda: Presentation by COL Shwedo on recent changes to Basic Combat Training

Location: Officers’ Club, MacDill AFB

When: Assembly 11:30 a.m. Lunch 11:45 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.

Dress: Duty uniform or business attire

Cost: $10.00 per person. Corporate Tables available at $150.00 (10 seats with two seats turned back
for soldiers or cadets)

Lunch menu: Roast Round of Beef us jus, Red Roasted Potatoes, Chef’'s Choice of Vegetables,
Tossed Salad with House Dressing, Rolls & Butter, and Iced Tea, Water & Coffee

CHECK ONE:

( ) YES, I will attend the luncheon and will need tickets.

() YES, | want to sponsor a corporate table and invite two soldiers or cadets to be our guest.
NAME COMPANY TELE#

Please make reservation(s) for myself and guest(s).

() NO, I cannot attend but want to sponsor a Soldier(s) @ $10 each. How many?
Check enclosed for $

Make checks payable to Suncoast Chapter AUSA and mail to: Suncoast Chapter AUSA,
PO Box 6455 Tampa, FL 33608-0455. Checks must be received by 12 September.

For reservations & gate access contact SGM Carol Costello-Jose at carol.costellojose@us.army.mil

For other inquiries call Fred Raymond at 813-994-0454




A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAPTER PRESIDENT

The 2008 Army Ball and the Army Birthday Celebrations were gala events for the Suncoast
Chapter and all involved. They all provided a much deserved tribute to America's Soldiers. Our
Army has been successfully engaged in the Global War on Terrorism for the past six years. And
during this past year, almost 300,000 men & women enlisted or reenlisted in our Army - Active,
National Guard and Reserve. The Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army, General George W. Casey, has
noted that this type of dedication is what makes our Army the Strength of the Nation. And so as we
pass the 233rd Army Birthday, we can all be justifiably proud of our highly skilled and professional
Army that continues to protect this great country and our way of life.

MG (Ret) Fred Raymond
President
firaymond@earthlink.net

Chapter Gives $5,000 to AUSA Kuwait
AUSA Kuwait Supports Troops on R&R or Leave

Responding to a request from the AUSA Kuwait Chapter, Suncoast has donated $5,000 so
that troops going on R&R or emergency leave can purchase civilian clothing for their trip. The
Kuwait Chapter maintains a supply of civilian clothing for the troops but shortages and
unusual sizes require some to make purchases from AAFES. The Chapter will then provide
purchase vouchers. The Kuwait Chapter was formed in November, 2005.

“What's needed” Darrell Crawford, Kuwait Chapter President said are “slacks/pants and shirts
with collars”. Tee-shirts, shorts, shoes, socks or underwear are not needed or desired.
Clothing must be new or like new, jeans are acceptable if not overly worn and no short skirts
or sleeveless blouses for women. Qatar, where US Central Command Forward is located,
has similar needs. Recall Suncoast responded to Qatar’s request for golfing equipment last
year. We shipped 16,000 golfballs, 32 complete sets of clubs with bags and 100-plus
miscellaneous clubs for their driving range and trips to local golf courses when permitted.

For those who wish to help our troops in Kuwait and Qatar, donations may be sent:

For Kuwait For Qatar (Clothing only)
(Checks Payable to AUSA Kuwait) R&R OIC/NCOIC
Commander ASG-QA, RRPP
Theater Gateway Unit 514

Attn: Clothing Locker APO AE 09898

APO AE 09815
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Jim Jones Memorial—Maj Gen Joe Lutz Golf
Tournament

WHERE: Buckhorn Springs Golf & Country Club, Valrico
WHEN: Thursday, October 30, 2008, 1PM Shotgun St art

FORMAT: Four-person Scramble, Captain’s Choice

COST: Buckhorn & AUSA Members, $50, Buckhorn M embers also
receive a one-year membership in AUSA. All others, $60.
SPONSORSHIPS

Title Sponsor (Taken by Jacobs Technology)..........  ooeiiiviiinnnn. $3,000
19111 1,800
LAY = 1 [ 1,200
UGN . L e e e e 500
0 200
Soldier Team Of FOUI ..ot e e e, 200
Individual Soldier...... ..o s 75
Corporate Teams of Four & Hole Sponsorship............ ..., 500
Two Corporate Teams of Four & Two Hole Sponsorships  ............... 800

PLAYER INFORMATION

Team Captain AUSA MEMBER?
Player #2. AUSA MEMBER?
Player #3 AUSA MEMBER? __
Player #4 AUSA MEMBER?

Please circle desired sponsorships, complete player information, make
check payable to AUSA SUNCOAST and mail form to:
COL (Ret) Russell Davis
2220 Summit View Dr
Valrico, FL 33596
Tel: (813) 689-6764....Email: Rdavisreg3@AOL.COM



